52   POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS  CONDITION
elusion that in the Roman period the Sanhedrin was composed
of two elements : " the priestly nobility of the Sadducean group
and the Pharisaic doctors" x
We do not know the exact numbers of the Sanhedrin, nor
how its membership was maintained. There is a tractate on
the Sanhedrin in the Mishnah.2 but it supplies no satisfactory
answer to these questions. We read in i, 6, that " the Great
Sanhedrin is composed of 71 members and the little Sanhedrin
of 33.—How can you tell that the Great Sanhedrin should have
71 members ?—It is written : Gather unto me seventy men of the
elders of Israel; and these, with Moses, make 71. Rabbi Jehuda
is of opinion that there should be only 70 (including Moses)."
The scriptural reference is to Numbers xi. 16. It is not impos-
sible that the Sanhedrin really did conform to this text by
fixing its numbers at 70 or 71, though it is equally likely that
the Talmudic Rabbis suppressed the real membership in favour
of the sacred number. On the whole the statement of the
Mishnah seems plausible.
The aristocratic character of the Sanhedrin makes it
probable that its members did not change from year to
year, and were not elected, but that they were co-opted for
life3; it is also possible that some or all of the members
were appointed directly or indirectly by the Romans during the
period of their domination. It is a problem which we cannot
solve.
On the other hand, we do know that the members were
not all of equal rank or privilege. The tractate called Sanhedrin
makes the following statement (iv, 2) : " In cases where there
is no question of a death sentence., anyone (i.e. any member) may
give judgment, but in the trial of capital offences only priests,
Levites and those Israelites who are qualified to ally themselves
with a priestly family by marriage shall do so." Israelites thus
qualified were those who were free from all taint of mixed
marriage and could supply proof of a Jewish lineage that was
both ancient and undefiled. As to the component elements
of the council both Josephus and the New Testament refer
to High Priests (clqxieqeiq), Scribes (yQauuarsIg) and elders
(noeafivTSQQi) as belonging to it. The primacy clearly belonged
to the High Priests, who were sometimes given the significant
XLXXV5 ii, 197.
2	There are several critical translations in English and German.    C/.
Herbert Danby, Tractate Sanhedrin. Mishnah and Tosefta, London, 1919,
pp. xvi-xviii.
3	LXXV, ii, 199.    A passage that supports this hypothesis will be
found in Sanhed., iv. 4.

